Orbits of planets, moons, comets, asteroids, and satellites
1) Load up the “my solar system” orbital simulator (www.roguephysicist.com/orbits).  Find out about the orbits of planets, moons and comets.
2) Use the internet and text books to find the rest of the information in the table, and fill in the answers in the boxes below.

	
	Type of Object

	
	Planet
(pick one!)
	Moon
(pick one!)
	Comet
(pick one!)
	International Space Station (I.S.S.)
	Geostationary Satellite
	Asteroid
(pick one!)

	Name of object
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mass of object
	
	
	
	
	
	

	What does it orbit around?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How far is it from the object it is orbiting?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	What is it made of?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	What shape is the orbit?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the speed change?

If so, describe how.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Draw a picture of the object and/or a diagram of the orbital path it follows.
	
	
	
	
	
	


